Sunfish Lake Park Scavenger Hunt
As you walk through the trails, be on the lookout for these nature items. Once you spot one, flip
the chart over to find information on the items you see.
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Match the numbered photo to its information to learn more about that item!

that is known to grow on cherry and
plum trees. It causes odd or irregular
knobby looking growths on the twigs
and branches and sometimes the trunks
of trees. The fungus produces spores
that are spread by wind or rain during
the damp spring season and in the first
year of growth, infect the plant on the
current season’s twigs and may go
undetected. As the fungus develops, a
swelling may appear near the leaf
shoots and over the summer they
develop into velvety looking greenish
knots or lumps. These knots or galls are
a mixture of fungus and abnormal tree
cell growth.

2. Edge Environment – An area where
different habitats meet is called an edge
environment or transition area. Certain
types of animals may prefer and inhabit
this edge environment, for example
living in the shelter or cover of trees but
going to hunt or feed in the open space.
Bluebirds prefer this type of
environment, hunting for insects in
wide open areas and nesting in tree
hollows or holes along the tree line.
Man made nesting boxes in the restored
prairie section of the park replace lost
habitat with the intention of increasing
the number of bluebirds here. Hawks
are another edge lover, often seen
circling in the sky above the prairie.

3. Lichens - Lichens are a combination
of a fungus and an algae or
cyanobacteria (a type of bacteria that is
able to complete photosynthesis) and
exist in many colors, shapes and forms.
The fungus and algae benefit each other
– the fungus collects moisture and
provides structure and protection while
the algae lives among the filaments of
the fungus and produces sugars through
the process of photosynthesis, which in
turn feed the fungus. They don’t have
roots and get all of their nutrients from
the atmosphere so are a good of
indicator of the health of the
environment. Lichens are found all
over the world .

4. Succession - The new growth of
trees in the open area contain groves of
quaking aspen, a type of tree that is
quick to move into an area that is no
longer plowed. They disperse through
windblown seeds as well as shoots that
rise from their roots that allow them to
grow and rapidly fill a clear area with
saplings. As time goes on, other plants
move in, take over and change the
ecosystem of the area in a process
called succession. As each type of new
plant moves in, it affects how much
sunlight is available and this in turn
affects other plants’ ability to move in
and grow. Both natural and man-made
causes can tribute to an area to change.

5. Pileated woodpeckers - Pileated
woodpeckers, large birds with a bright
red crest on their head, use their bill to
hammer holes into rotting wood
looking for ants and other insects to
feed on with their long, dark tongue.
They have two sharply clawed front
toes on each foot to help them hang on
to the tree and with the help of a stiff
tail, balance on the sides of the tree
while they hammer out the holes. The
young are fed regurgitated insects. The
large cavity holes in trees that they use
for nests are often used by other species
once the woodpecker has abandoned
them. The pileated stays in Minnesota
throughout the winter.

6. Dead trees - Standing dead trees are
called snags and they, along with fallen
logs, provide habitat and shelter for a
wide variety of animals. They also
provide food for many different types of
organisms like fungus, insects and
bacteria. These organisms help to break
down and decompose the wood,
returning important nutrients back to
the soil. The insects also serve as food
for other creatures in the food chain.
Hollow areas in a log can serve as a den
or hiding place for a mouse, rabbit,
squirrel or chipmunk, and holes created
by a woodpecker may eventually serve
as a nesting site or a place to store food
for other animals.

7. Buckthorn - Buckthorn was brought
to the United States from Europe to be
used as a shrub or hedge and has taken
over in many forested areas throughout
the United States. Buckthorn plants are
shrubs or small trees that produce a
dense thicket and often can be seen
lining the pathways through the park
like a wall of green. These plants grow
into what is called a monoculture where
one plant predominates and ruins the
biodiversity of the area. Buckthorn
plants produce dark blue berries that
birds eat and spread the seeds through
their droppings. Leftover cut stumps
from buckthorn removal have wood
that sometimes has an orange tinge.

8. Pocket gophers - Pocket gophers
have fur lined cheek pouches or
‘pockets’ on the outside of their mouth
for carrying food into their storage
burrows. To empty, they simply turn
them inside out. They are built for
digging with large clawed front paws
and lips behind their teeth that allow
them to loosen soil and bite off roots
without getting any dirt in their mouth.
Pocket gophers live most of their lives
underground. They eat roots and other
parts of plants as they dig their burrows
and are able to get most of the water
they need from the plants they eat. As
they dig, they push the dirt out of the
hole in a U-shaped mound.

9. Wetlands - The northern section of
Sunfish Lake that is in the park is
relatively shallow and classified as a
freshwater emergent wetland with a
shallow marsh plant community.
Wetlands act like sponges, storing
water during times of high precipitation
thus preventing flooding. Wetlands
play an important role in maintaining
healthy levels of chemicals in the
atmosphere and are full of microbes
that serve to filter and purify the water.
Many types of plants grow both on the
shoreline and underwater that provide
habitat for multiple kinds of animals
including fish, insects, muskrats and
migratory birds.

1. Black Knot - Black Knot is a fungus

